






Dwelling studies examines how 
we engage with the earth so as 
to fashion a world and 
worldview. As a methodology, 
dwelling studies uses 
phenomenology to examine a 
variety of ecologies and 
economies of human 
comportment in order to further 
living well.
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Phenomenology’s goal is "to 
examine and clarify human 
situations, events, meanings and 
experiences as they 
spontaneously occur in the course 
daily life"
David Seamon "A Way of 
Seeing People and Place"
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Pedestrian Speech Acts "The act of 
walking is to the urban system what 
the speech act is to language or to the 
statements uttered."
De Certeau "Walking 
in the City" The 
Practice of Everyday 
Life
Building, Dwelling, Thinking
“Ever since the beginning of Western thinking with the 
Greeks, all saying of ‘Being’ and ‘Is’ is held in 
remembrance of the determination of Being as 
presencing which is binding for thinking”-- Martin 
Heidegger
“ Nearest to all things is that 
power which fashions their 
being.  Next to us the 
grandest laws are continually 
being executed.  Next to us 
is not the workman whom we 
have hired, with whom we 
love so well to talk, but the 
workman whose work we 
are.”  
--Thoreau
Henry Beston-- The Outermost House
Michael Pollan       A Place of My Own





What is an animal phenomenology?
. . . and why should we care?








Vegetable garden on campus
Animal Studies
